Health equity in systematic reviews: Package-specific guidance 

This guidance provides more information on the specific learning package, related to the didactic input, interactive exercises and any important discussion points. For general information on planning and implementing a workshop/session, please consult the Trainers’ Guide. 
1. About the learning package
This learning package contains the following learning material: 
· PowerPoint presentation on theoretical concepts
· Multimedia 
· YouTube video: 
· Logic Model: Example from a Cochrane Review on ‘Interventions to improve access to cataract surgical services and their impact on equity in low- and middle-income countries’.
· Handouts 
· Equity checklist for systematic review authors
· Sex and gender in systematic reviews planning tool
· Additional resources
· Webinar: 
· Reporting guidelines for equity-focused systematic reviews (PRSIMA-Equity)
· Link to the Cochrane Interactive Learning module 11
· Link to Cochrane Handbook Chapter 16
· Links to the relevant MECIR standards

2. Using the presentation
The PowerPoint presentation contains the didactic input for this learning package. The Trainers’ Guide provides general information and guidance on using the PowerPoint presentations (section 3.1). The presentation contains detailed notes and suggestions for discussion points. As this is quite a long presentation that contains a lot of new information, we suggest that you include enough breaks so that participants are not overwhelmed. 
3. Discussion points 
This learning package does not contain any exercises. However, discussions on health equity and examples from participants and trainers form a big part of this session. The notes sections in the presentation contain a lot of useful tips to prompt discussions on health equity and health equity in systematic reviews. As part of slide 26 for example, trainers are encouraged to ask participants to think about examples of some of the PROGRESS elements that can cause health inequities. These will be interesting conversations, especially if you have a diverse audience. 
Even experienced systematic review authors might not have thought carefully about health equity in systematic reviews. During the didactic section on the importance of health equity in systematic reviews, it will be helpful to make use of a lot of examples of existing reviews that have addressed this adequately or inadequately. The presentation covers some examples, but trainers can share further examples with participants. In addition, trainers can also encourage participants to use the existing resources (such as PRISMA-E) to check how existing reviews report on health equity issues. This will help to sensitise participants and stimulate thinking around health equity in systematic reviews. 
