
COLLOQUIUM POLICY ADVISORY GROUP

Report to the Steering Group


1. MEETINGS AND COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE GROUP

Since the last CPAG report in February 2003, the Group has worked via e-mail and telephone.  During the Barcelona Colloquium, the CPAG will meet twice. 

2.  LIST OF MEMBERS

Xavier Bonfill


2003 Colloquium organiser

Kathie Clark


[CCSG representative]; 2004 Colloquium organiser

Vittorio Demicheli

Field representative

Claire Glenton


Co-Convenor; 2002 Colloquium organiser

Sally Green


2005 Colloquium organiser 

Margaret Haugh

2001 Colloquium organiser

Jini Hetherington

Secretariat representative

Sally Hopewell

Methods Group representative

[?Gail Kennedy

CRG representative]

Alessandro Liberati

Co-Convenor; 1999 Colloquium organiser

Steve McDonald

2005 Colloquium organiser 

Arne Ohlsson


2004 Colloquium organiser

Joy Oliver


2000 Colloquium organiser

Jordi Pardo


[CCSG representative]; 2003 Colloquium organizer

Sharon Parker


CRG representative
Janet Wale


CCNet representative

3. ACTION POINTS FULFILLED IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS

Preparation of a document on standard operating procedures for Colloquia 

A document describing standard operating procedures for Cochrane Colloquia has been prepared by the CPAG, for circulation to the CCSG in early October 2003 for information and comment.

4. ACTIONS PLANNED FOR THE NEXT SIX MONTHS

Evaluation of Colloquium models

The Stavanger and Barcelona Colloquia were planned as a “quasi experimental” comparison of two different models of Cochrane Colloquia. Another document that the CPAG will seek to prepare in time for the 2004 SG’s meeting in Italy will cover the CPAG’s evaluation of these Colloquia and the advantages and disadvantages of their different formats. Preparation of a shared report of the two events will begin with a meeting on Saturday, November 1 2003 in Barcelona. 

Preparation of a developing country stipend policy proposal 

A policy document describing criteria for developing country stipends is currently being prepared and discussed within the CPAG and in collaboration with Luis Gabriel Cuervo, who has chaired several Colloquium developing country stipend committees. This document will be submitted to the CCSG in time for the 2004 SG’s meeting in Italy. 

5. QUESTIONS TO THE STEERING GROUP
At the CCSG meeting in Chengdu in April 2002, it was agreed (Item 26.5 - CPAG Report) that "two CCSG members should be on the local organising committee of each Colloquium, to ensure adequate liaison." The CPAG is happy to include this guideline in the Standard Operating Procedures document, but is unclear as to what such a collaboration would entail.  Which issues would the CCSG particularly like to be able to participate in discussions about during the planning of Colloquia?

6. BUDGET FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR APRIL 2003 TO MARCH 2004

Do you foresee any problems in keeping within the budget of £5,000 that you submitted for the financial year April 2003 to March 2004?

No.

Claire Glenton and Alessandro Liberati

Co-Convenors, Colloquium Policy Advisory Group

September 2003



